
ENABLE  •  EXPAND  •  ENRICH  •  EXPLORE

How to join the RLND Alumni Association:

If you completed the Rural Leadership North Dakota (RLND) Program you are eligible to be a RLND 
Alumni Association member! To join the RLND Alumni Association pay your yearly (calendar year) dues 
of $40. Go to the RLND Alumni Association website, www.rlndaa.com , to pay your dues or send a check 
to RLND Treasurer, Matt Danuser, 5505 92nd Ave. SE, Marion, ND 58466.

“As human beings our greatness lies not so much in being able 
to remake the world, as in being able to remake ourselves.”  

— Mahatma Gandhi

Rural Leadership North Dakota (RLND) Office
Marie Hvidsten, Program Director
NDSU Department 7390, PO Box 6050
Fargo, ND 58108
701-231-5640
Marie.hvidsten@ndsu.edu

http://www.rlndaa.com
mailto:Marie.hvidsten@ndsu.edu


Rural Leadership North Dakota Alumni Association (RLND AA)

Benefits of being a RLND Alumni Association member:

Mission: The RLND Alumni Association’s mission 
is to continue to prepare and develop effective 
leaders to strengthen North Dakota. 

The RLND Alumni Association’s goals are to:
n	 Enable an environment for networking
n	 Expand knowledge and education
n	 Enrich relationships through professional 

development
n	 Explore leadership in changing times

ENABLE – We get 
things done through 
people and the more 
people connections an 
individual has the more 
vibrant and robust their 
network! “It’s amazing 
what we can accomplish 
when we’re in it 
together.”  Essie

EXPAND – “Leadership 
and learning are 
indispensable to each 
other.” This quote 
by John F. Kennedy 
shares the same idea 
of why the RLND AA 
works hard to expand 
the knowledge and 
education of RLND AA 
members. 

ENRICH – The RLND 
AA offers various ways 
for alumni to enrich 
themselves by attending 
professional development 
workshops, attending 
social events, and 
reconnecting with RLND 
Alumni! “Sharing will 
enrich everyone with 
more knowledge.”  Ana 
Monnar

EXPLORE – RLND 
AA events are a safe 
environment to 
try new things and 
grow beyond where 
you currently are at.  
“Growth is never by 
mere chance; it is the 
result of forces working 
together.” James Cash 
Penney

n	 Continuing professional development – attend 
workshops and conferences to continue to learn skills 
and strategies around leadership

n	 Networking – people get things done through 
people! Continue to build your network of people 
across North Dakota, the U.S. and the world

n	 Project scholarship – scholarships may be available 
for projects

n	 Social events  – make time for relaxation and fun 
with RLND alumni

n	 Bridge the gap – after you have completed the  
RLND Program and want to stay connected with 
RLND alumni

n	 Endowment funds – access to funds for projects  
in your community and/or organization 

Check out the RLND AA Facebook page at www.facebook.com/rlndaa/



RLND Alumni Association (AA) 
Facts and Impacts
RLND AA has 143 alumni from 
seven classes representing 82 
communities in 38 counties across 
North Dakota.

RLND Alumni represent:
n	 Agriculture - 34%
n	 Public/government – 25%
n	 Business – 24%
n	 Education – 4%
n	 Healthcare – 5%
n	 Economic development – 7%
n	 Nonprofit – 8%

FACTS:
Over $4.8 million has been invested  
in 140+ RLND projects over the past  
15 years. 

20 RLND alumni have run for public 
office, 3 have recently been elected. 

n	Jerod Tufte (RLND Class II 
alumnus) – elected to North 
Dakota Supreme Court in 2016
n	Brandy Pyle (RLND Class VII 

alumna)  
– elected to North Dakota 
Legislature in 2016
n	Don Longmuir (RLND Class I  

alumnus) – elected to North 
Dakota Legislature in 2016

Over 80% of RLND alumni have  
taken leadership roles for various 
community projects.

100% of RLND alumni indicate 
networking opportunities were 
outstanding in their RLND  
experience. 

IMPACTS:
Natalie Muruato (Class VII) raised over 
$200,000 to renovate the closed Belfield 
Theater into a regional cultural center 
and gathering place for community 
connectivity. “It was through the 
RLND Program I acquired the skills 
and knowledge necessary to take on a 
project like this and many others that 
have come after.” 

Andrew Holle (Class V) developed the 
Northern Lights Dairy to better educate 
visitors to the farm. “All people have the 
same basic wants, needs and desires. 
It is through the RLND Program that 
we learn the building blocks that help 
us lead people to achieve their desires, 
dreams and goals.”

Vicki Monsen (Class I) worked with the 
local development group in Watford City 
to build two 8-plex housing units for 
seniors in the community. “Without the 
RLND Program, I would not have taken 
on a project of this magnitude. RLND 
has given me the confidence that I can 
make a difference in my community.”

Mara Solberg (Class VI) created a 
community garden at a rural church 
near Horace where volunteers built a 
10x12 foot garden box and planted 
vegetables that were given away for a 
free-will offering. “Many years from now, 
I will still be talking about my two years 
with RLND. I just hope I can give back as 
much as I have been given.”



Executive Board 
President
	 Lynnell Simonson Popowski — 701-520-4960, ljspopowski@gmail.com

President (past)
	 Dave Lehman — 701-400-4495, davellehman@yahoo.com

Vice President
	 Jeanna Smaaladen — 701-247-3373, jeannasmaaladen@hotmail.com

ILAC Committee - Co-Chairman
	 Julie Gemmill and Jeanna Smaaladen — 701-331-0884 

jgemmill@polarcomm.com

Social Committee Chairman
	 Jeanna Smaaladen — 701-247-3373, jeannasmaaladen@hotmail.com

Communications
	 Kim Nuberg — 701-872-6087 cell, 701-872-4103 work 

cityofbeach@gmail.com

Secreatary
	 Cory McCaskey — 701-290-9006 

cjmccaskey@gmail.com

Treasurer
	 Matt Danuser — 701-640-2299 

danuserm@rrt.net

Alamo - Devin Jacobson
Antler - Stacy Artz
Arthur - Scott Kroeger 

Tammy Jo Taft
Ashley - Maureen Delzer
Baldwin - Sam Arndorfer
Beach - Marty Campbell 

Cory McCaskey 
Natalie Muruato
Kim Gaugler 
Jolene Obrigewitch

Belcourt - Joni Tillich
Belfield - Kwirt Johnson
Berthold - Richard Blahut 

Kayla Burkhart
Bismarck - Tyler Bowen 

Jeremy Doan 
Jesse Handegard 
Levi Jacobson
David Lehman 
Shanda Morgan
John Schneider 
Mary Siverson
Kimberly Vietmeier
Michelle Wall
Jennifer Weisgerber

Bottineau - Chuck Neubauer 
Bowbells - Daniel Folske
Bowdon - Patricia Patrie
Bowman - Andrea Bowman
Buffalo Springs - Medora Stevenson

Carrington - Laurie Dietz
 Stacey Rzaszutak
Cassleton - Brandy Pyle
Dawson - Keith Drager

Jerod Tufte
Devils Lake - Jeffrey Klemetsrud
Dickinson - Scott Bullinger

Rachel Bush
Kurt Froelich 
Annika Plummer 
Suzi Sobolik

Douglas - Daryl Lies
Dunseith - Joyce ShiningOne Side
Edinburg - Darren Olafson
Ellendale - Aaron Tschosik
Epping - Heather Feiring
Fairmount - Larry Luick
Fargo - Sandy Arends  

Ruth Buffalo
 Corey Dathe

Lowell Disrud 
Rachael Disrud

 Tina Fisk 
Deborah Kantrud 
Kristen Knudtson

 Lowann Krueger
 Mary Mertens

Nancy Olson 
Jon Scraper

Fordville - Julie Gemmill
Forest River - Dawn Jarolimek
Grafton - Laura Rutherford

Grand Forks - Chris Adams 
Jeanna Smaaladen

Grassy Butte - April Jepson  
Janel Lee

Hannaford - Susan Goplen
Jill Haugen

Harvey - Kim Moen
Hettinger - Brooke Kessel 

Anthony Larson 
Jodi Larson

Hillsboro - Melissa Beach 
Jon Bertsch 
Brenda Stallman

Hoople - Kevin Hall
Horace - Daniel Janes 

Bjorn Solberg 
Mara Solberg 
Warren Solberg

Jamestown - Becky Thatcher Keller 
Georgia Miller
Merri Mooridian

Kathryn - Gwen Crawford
Killdeer - Kelli Schollmeyer
Kramer - Jean Brandt 

Whitney Gonitzke
Kulm - Bruce Lindgren
LaMoure - Kasey Bitz
Langdon - Roxanne Hoffarth
Lincoln - Matt Dahlke 

Brent Ekstrom
Luverne - Stephanie Goeller Johnson
Maddock - Debbie Tracy

Mandan - Andrew Holle
Manvel - Gina Bushaw
Marion - Matthew Danuser
McKenzie - Jay Doan
Mercer - Annie Carlson
Michigan - Pavel Danil 

Allen Orwick
Minot - Cassidy Hjelmstad 

Christopher Schilken 
Mary Schmitt

New Rockford - Gerri Makay
New Town - Candice Eagle 

Trudy Ruland
Northwood - Thomas Metz 

Marsha Van Laere
Oakes - April Haring 

John Zetocha
Park River - Jason Lindell
Price - Sharla Price
Regent - Paula Anderson 

Michelle McCormack
Richardton - Deb Dressler 

Beni Paulson
Rollette - Jayme Davis
Rutland - Kyla Temple
Sanborn - Beth Didier
Selfridge - Angie Harrison
Sentinel Butte - Ashley Ueckert
Sidney, Mont. - Chet Hill 

Heather VanGelder

South Heart - Lori Wagner
Stanley - Jim Hennessy

Donald Longmuir, Jr. 
Alan Svangstu

Sterling - Korrine Lang 
Lucas Lang

Surrey - Doug Naze
Thompson - John Samdahl
Thunder Hawk, S.D. - Mandy Kvale
Tower City - Stacey Lilja
Valley City - Sephanie Mayfield 

Searle Swedlund
Watford City - Vawnita Best

Jan Dodge 
Peggy Hellandsaas
Rene Johnson 
Erica Johnsrud 
Suhail Kanwar
Bob Lawson
Vicki Monson 
Gregg Schuetze 
Daniel Stenberg

West Fargo - Teresa Huff 
Cindy McDonald 
Chris Smaaladen

West Oslo - Lynnell Popowski
Wheatland - Kelli Bowen 

Kristi Schultz
Wing - Darrell Oswald

RLND Participants from 2003 through 2019

www.ag.ndsu.edu/rlnd
Marie Hvidsten, Ed.D. 
RLND Program Director  |  North Dakota State University
307 Morrill Hall, NDSU Dept. 7390, PO Box 6050, Fargo, ND 58108-6050
701.231.5803  |  ndsu.ruralleadership@ndsu.edu

County commissions, North Dakota State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture cooperating. NDSU does not discriminate in its programs and activities on the basis of age, color, gender expression/identity, genetic information, marital status, 
national origin, participation in lawful off-campus activity, physical or mental disability, pregnancy, public assistance status, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, spousal relationship to current employee, or veteran status, as applicable. Direct inquiries 
to Vice Provost for Title IX/ADA Coordinator, Old Main 201, NDSU Main Campus, 701-231-7708, ndsu.eoaa@ndsu.edu. This publication will be made available in alternative formats for people with disabilities upon request, 701-231-7881.
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