
RLND Alumni Association (AA) 
Facts and Impacts
RLND AA has 143 alumni from 
seven classes representing 82 
communities in 38 counties across 
North Dakota.

RLND Alumni represent:
n	 Agriculture - 34%
n	 Public/government – 25%
n	 Business – 24%
n	 Education – 4%
n	 Healthcare – 5%
n	 Economic development – 7%
n	 Nonprofit – 8%

FACTS:
Over $4.8 million has been invested  
in 140+ RLND projects over the past  
15 years. 

20 RLND alumni have run for public 
office, 3 have recently been elected. 

n	Jerod Tufte (RLND Class II 
alumnus) – elected to North 
Dakota Supreme Court in 2016
n	Brandy Pyle (RLND Class VII 

alumna)  
– elected to North Dakota 
Legislature in 2016
n	Don Longmuir (RLND Class I  

alumnus) – elected to North 
Dakota Legislature in 2016

Over 80% of RLND alumni have  
taken leadership roles for various 
community projects.

100% of RLND alumni indicate 
networking opportunities were 
outstanding in their RLND  
experience. 

IMPACTS:
Natalie Muruato (Class VII) raised over 
$200,000 to renovate the closed Belfield 
Theater into a regional cultural center 
and gathering place for community 
connectivity. “It was through the 
RLND Program I acquired the skills 
and knowledge necessary to take on a 
project like this and many others that 
have come after.” 

Andrew Holle (Class V) developed the 
Northern Lights Dairy to better educate 
visitors to the farm. “All people have the 
same basic wants, needs and desires. 
It is through the RLND Program that 
we learn the building blocks that help 
us lead people to achieve their desires, 
dreams and goals.”

Vicki Monsen (Class I) worked with the 
local development group in Watford City 
to build two 8-plex housing units for 
seniors in the community. “Without the 
RLND Program, I would not have taken 
on a project of this magnitude. RLND 
has given me the confidence that I can 
make a difference in my community.”

Mara Solberg (Class VI) created a 
community garden at a rural church 
near Horace where volunteers built a 
10x12 foot garden box and planted 
vegetables that were given away for a 
free-will offering. “Many years from now, 
I will still be talking about my two years 
with RLND. I just hope I can give back as 
much as I have been given.”
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Lucas Lang
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West Oslo - Lynnell Popowski
Wheatland - Kelli Bowen 

Kristi Schultz
Wing - Darrell Oswald
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